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All-Party Parliamentary Group on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery
5th June 2018, 11.30am
MINUTES
Attendees: Vernon Coaker MP (Co-Chair), Baroness Butler-Sloss (Co-Chair), Baroness Hamwee, Anne Marie Morris MP, Cllr Alan Rhodes, Lucy Greenwood (LGA), Catharina Paul (LGA), Vicky Brotherton (office of Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner), Kate Roberts (HTF) and Euan Fraser (HTF)
1. Welcome by the Chair
Vernon Coaker MP welcomed all in attendance and thanked the Local Government Association for coming to present their work. 
2. Local Government Association
Cllr Alan Rhodes spoke about the LGA’s work with the office of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner to produce Tackling Modern Slavery: a council guide, which was launched at a series of event around the country. The LGA has also done work to promote the Clewar Initiative’s app, develop public awareness and address issues regarding procurement. 
Anne Marie Morris MP highlighted that there needs to be training amongst council officers, not just members. 
Baroness Butler-Sloss spoke about data protection and said that individual safeguarding should be prioritised where necessary to ensure protection. Cllr Alan Rhodes agreed that protection of information should not prevent protection of the individual. He noted the inconsistent response amongst councils and said more needs to be done to reach out to those councils which could be doing more. 
Vicky Brotherton noted the inconsistent awareness of the first responder role within local authorities. The Home Office is looking to develop training on this. 
3. HTF – Modern Slavery Protocol for Local Authorities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kate Roberts spoke about the Human Trafficking Foundation’s Modern Slavery Protocol for Local Authorities in order to help Councils improve their identification and support of victims. The protocol arises from other work with local authorities in London to make them aware of their duties (eg setting up ‘task and finish’ groups, and appointing Single Points of Contact on trafficking). The response is still heavily reliant on individual good will and volunteers, rather than mainstream systems. She credited Tamara Barnett for her work in developing the protocol. 
Meeting Ends 
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